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East Hempfield Township Police   

Memo 
To: Traffic Commission 

From: Staff 

Date: 16 Dec 21 

Re: Main Street traffic study 

In response to a resident complaint, staff took steps to investigate claims of speeding on Main Street. 

Public Works placed the Jamar traffic analyzer equipment on the east and west bound lanes of the 200 

blk (at A Street).  The study was conducted from Nov 12-20, 2021.   

The speed limit is 35 mph.  The following information is a summary of the computer-generated report.  

Total volume of vehicles: 45,291 

Average daily volume:       5,107 

Average speed: 34 mph  

85th %: 39 mph 
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Comments:  By Ordinance, the Township considers this street to be an arterial road. It is also a state 

road (Route 23) that is regulated by PennDOT.  The current 35 mph posted speed limit is likely based 

on the fact that PennDOT considers this section of roadway to be within an “Urban District”; and § 

3362 of the Pa Vehicle Code- (Maximum Speed Limits) establishes the speed limit to be 35 mph in such 

zones. 

"Urban district.": The territory contiguous to and including any street which is built up with structures 

devoted to business, industry or dwelling houses situated at intervals of less than 100 feet for a distance 

of a quarter of a mile or more. 

The results of the study indicate that the average speed (34 mph) is, in fact, lower than the current speed 

limit; and the 85th % speed (39 mph) is below that which can be prosecuted by police officers.  Officers 

cannot prosecute drivers until they attain a minimum speed of 45 mph.  A vast majority of drivers are 

well within the “buffer” that must be permitted due to the margin of error in speed detection devices 

(Pa Veh Code § 3368.  Speed timing devices).  Although there are outlier speeds on every road, it does 

not appear that excessive speeding is the norm. 

 

Currently, there are sufficient 35 mph signs posted in each direction. 

 

*This data is consistent with a study in the 300 blk in October 2021. 


